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CCSS: W  3.2, 3.8  RIT  3.4, 3.5, 3.10

North American Owls

Lesson Objectives

Writing 
Students use information from the science 
article to write a compare-and-contrast 
paragraph.

Vocabulary 
Students learn content vocabulary words and 
use those words to write about how owls are 
alike and different.

Content Knowledge 
Students understand the unique characteristics 
of great gray owls and elf owls.

Essential Understanding 
Students understand how owls sound, live, 
and act in nature. 

Prepare

Reproduce and distribute one copy for  
each student.
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1  Unit Focus and Lesson Checklist 
Distribute one unit to each student and direct students’ 
attention to the Unit Focus and Lesson Checklist. Tell them 
they will be able to refer to the focus of the unit as needed 
while working on the lessons. Instruct students to check off 
each task on the checklist after they complete it.

Read aloud the focus statements, and verify that students 
understand their purpose for reading. Ask:

• What are we going to read about? (great gray owls  
and elf owls) 

• What are you going to learn about them? (how they  
are alike and different) 

• What are you going to write based on this article?  
(a compare-and-contrast paragraph)
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North American Owls

Unit Focus

You are going to read a science article about great gray 

owls and elf owls.

As You Read: 

Think about how these two types of owls are alike 

and different.

After You Read: 

Use information from the article to write a compare-

and-contrast paragraph about the owls.

Lesson Checklist

Check off each task after you complete it.

Learn Vocabulary

Read the Science Article: 

North American Owls

Answer Questions About the

Science Article

Organize Information

Write a Compare-and-Contrast Paragraph
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Science Article – Level M
Compare-and-Contrast Writing Prompt
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Learn Vocabulary

Read the word and its definition. 

Then write the vocabulary word on the line.

1. call the sound a bird or an 

animal makes

2. fluffy light and soft

3. swamp an area of land that is very 

wet or filled with water

4. wild the natural environment 

outside of towns or cities

5. wingspan the total length of both 

wings on a bird

Words to Know

cactus dark
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the natural environment 

outside of towns or cities

the total length of both 

wings on a bird

dark

Text-Based

North American Owls
Many people have never seen or heard an owl in the wild, but they are almost everywhere! Owls live in forests, 

deserts, meadows, and 
swamps. They can even 
live in old buildings. There 
are 19 different kinds of owls living in North America. They all look and sound different from one another.The largest North American owl is the great gray owl. This owl has a big face and fluffy feathers. Its feathers are dark gray with flecks of light gray and white. The owl stands about 30 inches tall and weighs about 3 pounds. Its wingspan is almost 5 feet. The great gray owl lives in the northern United States. It likes to live in spruce or fir trees. It feeds on small rodents such as gophers or voles. After dark you can hear its soft, low call.The smallest North American owl is the elf owl. It is only 

wls live in the southwestern United States. They often make their homes in giant cactus plants. Elf owls feed on insects such as moths. The elf owl’s call sounds like a short, high-pitched squeak. No matter the size or sound of the owl, all owls are birds of prey, 

North American Owls
Many people have never seen or heard an owl in the wild, but they are almost everywhere! Owls live in forests, 

Great Gray OwlGreat Gray Owl
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The smallest North American owl is the elf owl. It is only about 6 inches tall and weighs less than 2 ounces. Elf owls live in the southwestern United States. They often make their homes in giant cactus plants. Elf owls feed on insects such as moths. The elf owl’s call sounds like a short, high-pitched squeak. No matter the size or sound of the owl, all owls are birds of pror hunters. Most owls hunt at night. 
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Answer Questions

Read each question. Fill in the circle next to the correct answer.

1. The great gray owl is the  owl in North America.
 owl in North America.

AA lightest

BB loudest

CC largest

2. Elf owls are different from great gray owls because elf owls .

AA live in the southwest

BB live in spruce trees

CC are able to make sounds

Draw an elf owl hunting for its food. Write a
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live in the southwest

live in spruce trees

are able to make sounds

Draw an elf owl hunting for its food. Write a
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Organize Information
Read the science article again. Then write information in the graphic 
organizer that tells how great gray owls and elf owls are alike and 
different.

Both

Great Gray Owls
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Compare and Contrast

Write a compare-and-contrast paragraph that explains 

Write a compare-and-contrast paragraph that explains 

Write a compare-and-contrast paragraph that how great 

gray owls and elf owls are alike and different

gray owls and elf owls are alike and different

gray owls and elf owls are alike and dif .

• Use information from your graphic organizer and the

science article.

Title
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2  Learn Vocabulary
Read aloud each content vocabulary word and 
have students repeat. Then read aloud and discuss 
the definitions. Point out that the words are 
related to owls and that students will have a better 
understanding of the words after they read the 
science article. Have students write the vocabulary 
words on the provided lines. Then review the Words 
to Know, and encourage students to ask questions 
about any words they do not understand.

3  Read the Science Article:  
North American Owls
Read aloud the science article as students follow 
along silently. Then have students reread the  
article independently or in small groups.

4  Answer Questions About the Science Article
To ensure reading comprehension, have students 
answer the text-dependent questions. Review the 
answers together. 

5  Organize Information
Explain to students that they will use a compare-
and-contrast graphic organizer to help them plan 
their paragraphs. Guide students in using the text  
to complete the organizer, rereading the article  
if needed. 

Remind students that a compare-and-contrast 
paragraph:

• tells how two or more things are alike, and

• tells how two or more things are different.

6  Write a Compare-and-Contrast Paragraph
Instruct students to complete the writing assignment 
independently, with a partner, or in small groups. 

If needed, review the structure of a compare-and-
contrast paragraph: 

• The topic sentence tells about the two subjects.

• Details tell how the subjects are alike and different.
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Unit Focus

You are going to read a science article about great gray  
owls and elf owls.

As You Read: 

Think about how these two types of owls are alike  
and different.

After You Read: 

Use information from the article to write a compare- 
and-contrast paragraph about the owls.

Lesson Checklist

Check off each task after you complete it.

 Learn Vocabulary

 Read the Science Article:  
 North American Owls 

 Answer Questions About the 
 Science Article

 Organize Information

 Write a Compare-and-Contrast Paragraph
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Learn Vocabulary

Read the word and its definition.  
Then write the vocabulary word on the line.

1. call the sound a bird or an 
animal makes

2. fluffy light and soft

3. swamp an area of land that is very  
wet or filled with water

4. wild the natural environment 
outside of towns or cities

5. wingspan the total length of both  
wings on a bird

Words to Know

cactus dark feathers high-pitched rodents

© Evan-Moor Corp. • EMC 6033 • Text-Based Writing: Nonfiction 13

Name 

6033.indb   13 9/30/13   3:03 PM



North American Owls

Many people have never seen or heard 

an owl in the wild, but they are almost 

everywhere! Owls live in forests, 

deserts, meadows, and 

swamps. They can even 

live in old buildings. There 

are 19 different kinds of owls living in North America. 

They all look and sound different from one another.

The largest North American owl is the great gray owl. This owl 

has a big face and fluffy feathers. Its feathers are dark gray with 

flecks of light gray and white. The owl stands about 30 inches tall 

and weighs about 3 pounds. Its wingspan is almost 5 feet. The 

great gray owl lives in the northern United States. It likes to live 

in spruce or fir trees. It feeds on small rodents such as gophers 

or voles. After dark you can hear its soft, low call.

The smallest North American owl is the elf owl. It is only 

about 6 inches tall and weighs less than 2 ounces. Elf owls live in 

the southwestern United States. They often make 

their homes in giant cactus plants. Elf owls feed on 

insects such as moths. The elf owl’s call sounds 

like a short, high-pitched squeak. No matter the 

size or sound of the owl, all owls are birds of prey, 

or hunters. Most owls hunt at night. 

North American Owls

Many people have never seen or heard 

an owl in the wild, but they are almost 

everywhere! Owls live in forests, 

Great Gray Owl

Elf Owl
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Answer Questions

Read each question. Fill in the circle next to the correct answer.

1. The great gray owl is the  owl in North America.

A lightest

B loudest

C largest

 2. Elf owls are different from great gray owls because elf owls .

A live in the southwest

B live in spruce trees

C are able to make sounds

Draw an elf owl hunting for its food. Write a sentence about it.
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Organize Information

Read the science article again. Then write information in the graphic 
organizer that tells how great gray owls and elf owls are alike and 
different. 

Both

Great Gray Owls

Elf Owls
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Compare and Contrast

Write a compare-and-contrast paragraph that explains how great 
gray owls and elf owls are alike and different.

• Use information from your graphic organizer and the 
science article.

Title
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