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Geography Article – Level J

1

Compare-and-Contrast Writing Prompt

Lakes and Oceans
Lesson Objectives

Prepare

Writing

Reproduce and distribute one copy for
each student.

Students use information from the geography
article to write a compare-and-contrast
paragraph.
Vocabulary

Students learn content vocabulary words
and use those words to write about how
lakes and oceans are alike and different.
Content Knowledge

Students understand that lakes and oceans
are large bodies of water on Earth.
Essential Understanding

Students understand that oceans and lakes
are different sizes and have different types
of water.
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Lakes and Oceans

14

4

Answer Questions About the
Geography Article

15

5

Organize Information
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Write a Compare-andContrast Paragraph
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Unit Focus and Lesson Checklist
Distribute one unit to each student and direct students’
attention to the Unit Focus and Lesson Checklist. Tell them
they will be able to refer to the focus of the unit as needed
while working on the lessons. Instruct students to check off
each task on the checklist after they complete it.

• What are you going to write based on this article?
(a compare-and-contrast paragraph)

oor Corp.

12

2.2, 2.7, 2.8

1
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Learn Vocabulary
Direct students’ attention to the picture dictionary.
Read aloud each content vocabulary word and
have students repeat. Point out that the words are
related to Earth’s water and that students will have
a better understanding of the words after they read
the geography article. Have students write the
vocabulary words on the provided lines. Then review
the Words to Know, and encourage students to ask
questions about any words they do not understand.
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Read the Geography Article: Lakes and
Oceans
Read aloud the geography article as students follow
along silently. Then have students reread the article
independently or in small groups.
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Answer Questions About the Geography
Article
To ensure reading comprehension, have students
answer the text-dependent questions. Review the
answers together.
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Organize Information
Explain to students that they will use a compareand-contrast graphic organizer to help them plan
their paragraphs. Guide students in using the text
to complete the organizer, rereading the article if
needed.
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Title

Write a Compare-and-Contrast Paragraph
Instruct students to complete the writing assignment
independently, with a partner, or in small groups.
If needed, review the structure of a compare-andcontrast paragraph:
• The topic sentence tells about the two subjects.
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• Details tell how the subjects are alike and different.
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Lakes and Oceans

Unit Focus

You are going to read a geography article about lakes
and oceans.
As You Read:

Think about how lakes and oceans are alike and
different.
After You Read:

Use information from the article to write a compareand-contrast paragraph about lakes and oceans.
Lesson Checklist

Check off each task after you complete it.
Learn Vocabulary
Read the Geography Article:
Lakes and Oceans
Answer Questions About the
Geography Article
Organize Information
Write a Compare-and-Contrast Paragraph
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Lakes and Oceans

Learn Vocabulary
Look at the pictures. Read the words.

You cannot
drink salt water
from oceans.

You can drink
fresh water from
lakes and rivers.

ocean

lake

salt water

fresh water

Earth

Read the word and write it on the line.
Then read the Words to Know.
Content Words

Words to Know

Earth

bodies

planet

fresh water

countries

swim

lake

fish

ocean
salt water
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Lakes and Oceans
Earth is covered with water. Oceans and lakes are large bodies
of water. Oceans and lakes hold most of the water on Earth.
Lakes have land all around them. There are thousands of
lakes on Earth. Almost all of these lakes have fresh water. This
means they do not have salt. People and animals can drink
fresh water. Many plants and animals live in fresh water. People
like to go to lakes to swim or fish.

Earth has only five oceans: Arctic, Pacific, Atlantic,
Southern, and Indian.
Oceans have salt water. People cannot drink it because the
salt will make them sick. But many plants and animals live in
oceans. They are some of the largest and smallest animals on
the planet. Many fishermen go fishing in the oceans. Many
people travel across oceans to get to different countries.
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Lakes and Oceans

Answer Questions
1. Earth’s oceans have

.

A salt water
B small amounts of water
C land all around them

2. Lakes have

.

A salt water
B small amounts of water
C fresh water

3. Think about what you read. Draw a picture of one of the things people
do in the Earth’s oceans. Write a sentence to go with your picture.
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Organize Information
Read the geography article again. Then write information in the graphic
organizer that tells how lakes and oceans are alike and different.
Lakes

Both

Oceans
16
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Lakes and Oceans

Compare and Contrast
Write a compare-and-contrast paragraph that explains how lakes
and oceans are alike and different.
• Use information from your graphic organizer
and the geography article.

Title
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