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LEVEL

C

We Need the Sun

Lesson
Objective

Students will understand that living things need the sun’s light
and heat.

Content
Knowledge

The sun is an energy source for living things.

We Need
the Sun

staple

Reproduce and distribute to each student
one copy of the dictionary page (p. 11),
the minibook pages (pp. 12–15), and the
activity pages (pp. 16–19).

Reproduce the minibook
pages. Cut them in half
and staple them together
in numerical order to
make an 8-page booklet.

staple

Student Minibook:

staple

Lesson Preparation

Name:

Night Stars

1 Build Background

Learn

1

Build Background

2

Introduce the Vocabulary
Dictionary

3

Explain to students that Earth is a
planet. It takes Earth 365 days to travel
The sun is a star.
around the sun; that is one
year. The sun
is an ordinary star, but to us it looks
bigger and brighter than all the billions
of other stars in space. That is because it
is much closer to Earth. An object that is
closer looks bigger.
Reading Informational

Read the Texts
We Need the Sun Minibook
Teacher’s Complex Text

Reading Comprehension Activities
I Read and Understand
I Read Closely

5

Close Reading Activity
Oral Discussion Questions

6

Vocabulary Activity
Words I Know

Content Vocabulary Point to each

pictured word. Read the word aloud and
have students echo you. Then have them
write the word on the line. Explain any
phonetic structures that are unfamiliar
to your students. Discuss word meanings
as needed.

Words to Know Point to each word and

read it aloud. Have students echo you.
Point out that the word live can mean “to
stay alive” or “to make a home in a
place.”

Write

8
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Writing Activity
I Can Write

RIT

or Corp.

2 Introduce the Vocabulary

4

CCSS:

1
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12

Analyze

7

Day Star

1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.6, 1.7

W

1.2, 1.8

SL

1.1, 1.1c
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3 Read the Texts

Oral Discussion Questions

Minibook Guide students in reading the

minibook together aloud.

Teacher’s Complex Text Have students

look at the pictures in their minibooks as
you read aloud the corresponding Teacher’s
Complex Text on page 10. Say: Look at the
pictures in your book as I read you more
information about why we need the sun. Look
at the picture on page 1. Listen as I read.

1. What is the title of the book? (We Need
the Sun) Draw an orange box around it.
(title page)
2. The sun is important to people on
Earth. What two things does the sun
give us? (light, heat ) Circle the words
with red. (page 2)

4 Reading Comprehension Activities
Guide students through completing the
activities on pages 16 and 17. Encourage
them to look in their minibooks to find
information.

5 Close Reading Activity
Oral Discussion Use the Oral Discussion

Questions on the right to guide students in
a discussion about what they have read and
heard. Before you begin, make sure each
student has colored pencils and his or her
minibook.
Begin by reading aloud a question and
having students answer the question and
mark the answer in their minibooks.

6 Vocabulary Activity
Guide students through the vocabulary
activity on page 18. After they finish, have
them draw and color a sun and write the
word sun below it.

7 Writing Activity
Guide students through the writing activity
on page 19. Have them use information
from their minibook and the Teacher’s
Complex Text. Their sentences should relate
to the story. Then have volunteers read
aloud their sentences.

© Evan-Moor Corp. • EMC 3201 • Reading Informational Text

3201.indb 9

3. Why is light important to us? (The light
of the sun helps us see.) Draw a green line
under the word that tells what the sun
helps us do. (see) (page 3)
4. Why is heat important to us? (The heat
of the sun keeps us warm.) Draw a blue
line under the word that tells how the
sun makes us feel. (warm) (page 4)
5. How does the light of the sun help
plants? (It helps them grow.) Color the
sun on this page yellow. (page 5)
6. How do plants help animals? (They
are food for animals.) Read aloud the
sentence that tells you this. (Animals
eat plants for food.) Draw a green line
under the sentence. (page 6)
7. In order to have food, people need the
sun. Why? (The sun helps plants grow.
Animals eat the plants. People eat food from
the plants and animals.) Color the people
and the sun on page 7.

9
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Science
We Need
the Sun

staple

staple

Teacher’s Complex Text

staple

We Need the Sun
The sun is a star. We think of stars twinkling at night in the dark sky.
Those stars are very far away from Earth. The sun is a star, too, but it is
much closer to Earth. When we see the sun shining during the day, it is
so bright that we cannot see the other stars. The sun is our day star. It is
a very important star to Earth.

Night Stars

Day Star

The sun is a star.
1
12

The sun gives us light and heat. The sun is a ball of hot gases. It makes
energy inside, at its center. The energy moves out into space. We see the
sun’s energy as light. We feel the sun’s energy as heat. On hot days, we
protect our bodies from the sun’s energy. We cover up with clothes or
sunscreen. We wear sun hats.
The light of the sun helps us see. Our eyes see best in the light. The sun
is always shining, but at night we do not see its light. Because Earth
turns, at night we are turned away from the sun. If the sun did not
shine, the whole earth would be dark. There would be no day.

Name:

Minibook, page 1
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The sun gives us light and heat.
2

The sun gives us light
and heat.
Minibook,
page
2

2

The light of the sun helps us see.
3
13
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The light of the sun helps us see.
3

Minibook, page 3

13
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The heat of the sun keeps us warm. We can feel the heat of the sun
when we are outdoors. We can feel the heat of the sun when we are
inside a car. If the sun did not shine, the whole earth would always
be cold.

The heat of the sun keeps us warm.
4

Minibook, page 4

The heat of the sun keeps us warm.

The light of the sun helps plants grow. The sun is important to green
plants. Plants use the sun’s energy. They use air, water, and sunlight to
make their own food. Plants cannot live without the sun.

4

The light of the sun helps plants grow.
5
14
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The light of the sun helps plants grow.

5
14
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Animals eat plants for food.
6

Animals eat plants
for food. 6
Minibook,
page

People eat plants for food. People eat meat, eggs, and milk that come
from animals, too. Without plants and animals, people would not have
food. Living things on Earth need the sun in order to live.

People eat plants. People eat food from
animals. We need the sun to live.
People eat plants. People eat food from
animals. We need the sun to live.

Minibook, page 7
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Animals eat plants for food. Cows eat grass, which is a plant. Monkeys
eat the fruit of plants. Birds eat the seeds of plants. People eat grains,
fruits, vegetables, nuts, and seeds, too. Living things need plants for
their food.

Minibook, page 5

7
15
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SCIENCE

Name:

We Need the Sun

Dictionary
Look at the picture. Read the word.
Write the word on the line.
Content Vocabulary

animals

food

grow

light

people

plants

star

sun

Words to Know

heat

keeps

live

need

night

warm
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staple
staple

staple

We Need
the Sun

Name:

Night Stars

Day Star

The sun is a star.
1
12
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The sun gives us light and heat.
2

The light of the sun helps us see.
3
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The heat of the sun keeps us warm.
4

The light of the sun helps plants grow.
5
14
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Animals eat plants for food.

Reading Informational Text • EMC 3201 • © Evan-Moor Corp.

6

People eat plants. People eat food from
animals. We need the sun to live.
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SCIENCE

Name:

We Need the Sun

I Read and Understand
Read and answer.

1. The sun is a

.

 moon
 star

2. The sun gives us light and

.

 heat
 earth

3. The sun helps plants

.

 give
 grow

4. Plants are

for animals.

 food
 light

5. We need the

to live.

 people
 sun

16
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SCIENCE

Name:

We Need the Sun

I Read Closely
Read. Mark the sentence that goes with the picture.

 The sun is a night star.
 The light of the sun

helps us see.

 Animals eat plants for

food.
 The heat of the sun

keeps us warm.

 Plants and animals

need food.
 The sun gives us light

and heat.
© Evan-Moor Corp. • EMC 3201 • Reading Informational Text
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 We need the sun

to live.
 The sun helps plants

grow.
17
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SCIENCE

Name:

We Need the Sun

Words I Know
Read and answer.

1. Our sun is a

.

 food
 people
 star

are food.

2.

 Star
 Plants
 Keeps

on Earth.

3. We
 warm
 night
 live

4.

eat plants.
 Plants
 Animals
 Need

5. Heat keeps us

.

 warm
 light
 people
18
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SCIENCE

Name:

We Need the Sun

I Can Write
Write the words to finish the sentence.
Word Box

need the sun

a day star

and heat

plants grow
.

1. The sun is

.

2. The sun gives us light
.

3. The sun helps
4. People

.

Write a sentence. Tell one thing the sun gives us.
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