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Student 
Objective:

Students will understand that voting is an important part of participating  
in a democracy and is a way to have a say in decisions that affect society.

Essential  
Question:

Why is it important to give everyone the right  
to vote?

Topic  
Introduction:

Share the unit title and essential question with students. Explain to students 
that voting is an important right of all adult citizens in a democracy, although 
some adults were not given this right in the past. Along with the right to vote, 
citizens also have the freedom to not vote if they choose. Tell students they will 
read two selections about the value of the vote.

Paired Text 
Selections:

Selection 1:  

Voting in America
Nonfiction, Level T

Teacher Pages: 
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Making Our Voices Heard
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Selection 1

Voting in America 

Lesson Plan

 1. Introduce the Selection
Tell students they will read a letter to the 
editor. Explain that this is a form of writing 
that expresses and explains a reader’s 
opinion about a recent newspaper article  
or a topic in the news. 

 2. Read Aloud the Selection
Reproduce the selection and distribute it to 
each student. Students will use this for all 
activities within the unit. Point out that some 
of the words in the text are defined at the 
bottom of the pages. 

Have students follow along silently as you 
read aloud. Direct students’ attention to 
graphic elements or visual aids. 

 3. Introduce Vocabulary
Reproduce the Dictionary and the Apply 
Vocabulary activities and distribute them  
to each student. 

Dictionary: Read aloud the vocabulary 
words and definitions. Point out that exercise 
is a multiple-meaning word, or a homonym. 
Discuss definitions and usage as needed. 

Have students find each vocabulary word in 
the selection and read the context sentence. 
Then have students complete one of the 
leveled activities below:

•	Basic level: Write the context sentence on 
the lines below its definition.

•	Challenge level: Write a new sentence  
using the vocabulary word and share  
the sentence with a partner, a small group,  
or the whole class.

Apply Vocabulary: Have students complete 
the activity independently, with a partner, or 
in small groups.

 

 4. Students Read the Selection
Have students read the selection 
independently, with a partner, or in  
small groups. 

 5. Analyze the Selection:  
Oral Close Reading Activity
Have students number each paragraph in 
the selection before they begin the close 
reading discussion.  

Use the script on the following page to guide 
students in discussing the selection. Explain 
that close reading will help them notice 
important parts of the selection. Encourage 
students to refer to the selection as necessary 
to find the information they need.

To support visual learners, you may wish to 
cover up the sample responses and reproduce 
and distribute the discussion questions for 
students to refer to.

 6. Understand the Selection
Reproduce the Answer Questions activity and 
distribute it to each student. Have students 
complete the activity independently. 
Encourage students to refer to the selection as 
necessary to help them answer the questions 
and/or to check their answers.

You may wish to use this as a formative 
assessment to determine students’ 
understanding of the text.

 7. Write About the Selection
Reproduce the Write About It activity and 
distribute it to each student.

Graphic Organizer: Have students complete 
the graphic organizer in small groups.

Writing Prompt: Have students complete  
the writing assignment independently on  
a separate sheet of paper.
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Oral Close Reading Activity

Ask students the following text-dependent questions and have them refer to the selection as needed. 

Questions Sample Responses

How does voter participation in the 
United States compare with other 
countries?

Voter participation in the U.S. is lower than it is in other 
democracies.

In the first paragraph, what does 
the word “turnout” probably mean?

How did you figure it out?

participation 

It says that 50% of U.S. registered voters cast a ballot. Then 
it compares that to the average turnout of 80% around the 
world, saying that the U.S. is near the bottom for voter 
participation.

According to the letter to the editor, 
why don’t some young people in the 
United States register to vote?

They move frequently; they do not feel connected to their 
community; they don’t think their votes are meaningful.

If the government took over voter 
registration, how might that 
improve voter turnout?

People wouldn’t be registering right before an election. They 
wouldn’t have to fill out a form, so they wouldn’t make any 
mistakes. It would increase the number of people registered 
to vote, which would probably increase the number of people 
who actually voted. 

According to the letter to the editor, 
why can it be difficult for registered 
voters to vote under the current 
system?

People have to take time off work, change their schedules, 
and wait in long lines.

What is the author’s attitude 
toward voting?

Which sentences and phrases tell 
you this?

Voting is very important in a democracy. 

The right to vote is “the cornerstone of any democracy”  
and “one of the most precious freedoms.” The author  
shows disappointment with “Why don’t more Americans 
vote?” and “Yet many Americans don’t vote.” The author 
also gives many ideas for making voting easier and 
improving voter turnout.

How would you summarize the 
author’s main points?

The U.S. does not have a very good voter participation rate 
compared to other democracies. Voter participation is a very 
important part of democracy. The U.S. could improve its 
voter participation rate by making the process easier.
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Why is it important to give everyone the right to vote? Essential Question

Voting in America

Letter to the editor

Why	don’t	more	Americans	vote?	The	right	to	vote	 

is	the	cornerstone	of	any	democracy.	In	order	for	a	

nation	to	be	“by	the	people	for	the	people,”	the	people	

must	participate	in	their	government.	Voting	lets	people	

express	their	opinions	and	help	determine	their	futures.	

They	choose	people	to	represent	them	in	government.	

They	decide	how	tax	money	will	be	spent.	The	United	

States	Constitution	has	been	amended	three	times	to	

state	who	can	vote:	to	give	a	voting	voice	to	African	

Americans	and	women	and	to	lower	the	voting	age	to	 

18.	Yet	many	Americans	don’t	vote.	All	that	adult	citizens	

need	to	do	is	to	register	to	vote	before	election	day.	On	

average,	however,	only	50%	of	registered	voters	actually	

cast	a	ballot	in	U.S.	national	elections.	In	democracies	

around	the	world,	the	average	turnout	is	around	80%.	

The	United	States	ranks	near	the	bottom	for	voter	

participation.

Why	doesn’t	every	eligible	adult	register	to	vote?	While	78%	of	

potential	voters	go	to	the	polls	at	least	occasionally,	22%	are	not	even	

registered.	In	general,	people	who	are	not	registered	to	vote	are	less	

educated,	make	less	money,	and	do	not	belong	to	a	political	party.	In	

addition,	they	often	come	from	families	that	do	not	vote.	Most	of	the	

unregistered	voters	in	the	United	States	are	between	18	and	30	years	old.

cornerstone: a	very	important	part	of	something

register:	sign	up

cast a ballot: vote
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Voting in America, continued

This	is	probably	because	young	people	move	more	often.	They	may	not	

yet	feel	connected	to	their	community.	Some	people	just	don’t	believe	

their	votes	are	meaningful.	

One	barrier	to	voting	is	the	voter-registration	process	itself.	Some	

places	don’t	have	enough	staff	to	enter	all	new	registrations	before	an	

election.	Sometimes	people	make	mistakes	filling	out	the	registration	

form.	These	can	prevent	someone	from	being	allowed	to	vote.	In	many	

other	democracies,	the	government	takes	the	responsibility	of	registering	

everyone	when	they	become	old	enough.	Automatic	voter	registration	

would	probably	improve	voter	turnout	in	the	United	States.	

Why	don’t	registered	voters	exercise	their	right	to	vote?	One	reason	

is	that	many	Americans	are	motivated	to	vote	only	when	there	is	an	issue	

that	affects	them	personally.	They	think	any	issues	that	don’t	have	an	

impact	on	them	are	not	important.	Many	American	voters	don’t	bother	to	

learn	what	the	issues	are.	

Even	those	who	want	to	vote	are	not	always	able	to	do	so.	People	

might	have	to	take	time	off	work,	rearrange	their	schedules,	and	wait	in	

long	lines	just	to	cast	their	ballots.	Bad	weather	or	traffic	can	easily	inhibit	

people	from	voting.	If	the	government	implemented	other	voting	options,	

it	would	make	it	easier	for	people	to	vote.	These	include	having	several	

days	to	vote	or	making	Election	Day	a	holiday.

The	right	to	vote	is	one	of	the	most	precious	freedoms	any	citizen	

has.	Voting	gives	people	the	power	to	actively	participate	in	their	

government.	Perhaps	with	some	improvements	to	the	voting	process,	 

we	can	encourage	more	people	to	vote.

Sincerely,

Vanessa	Ortiz

barrier: something	that	gets	in	the	way

motivated: inspired;	given	a	reason	for	doing	something
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Dictionary
Write a sentence using each vocabulary word.

amend:	to	change	and	improve

 

eligible:	having	the	right	to	do	something

 

potential:	possible

 

exercise:	to	make	use	of

 

issue:	an	important	subject,	topic,	or	problem

 

impact:	an	effect

 

inhibit:	to	prevent	or	discourage

 

implement:	to	carry	out;	to	put	into	action

 

Making Our Voices Heard:
Voting in America
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Apply Vocabulary
Complete each sentence using a word from the word box.

Word Box

amended eligible exercise impact

implement inhibit issues potential

	1.	 Any	student	who	passes	the	physical	exam	is	 	to	play	sports.

	2.	 A	strong	six-foot	fence	should	 	a	dog	from	escaping.

	3.	 With	careful	planning,	you	can	avoid	most	 	problems.

	4.	 Getting	more	sleep	should	have	a	positive	 	on	my	grades.

	5.	 Ms.	Lafferty	 	her	travel	plans	after	the	tornado	hit.

	6.	 Last	year	our	school	decided	to	 	a	bilingual	education	program.

	7.	 Principal	Patel	will	talk	about	several	 	at	the	assembly.

	8.	 Raffi	didn’t	 	good	judgment	when	he	tried	a	new	skateboard	trick	
without	knee	pads.

Write two new sentences. Use a word from the word box in each.

	1.	

	2.	

Making Our Voices Heard:
Voting in America
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Answer Questions
Read and answer each question.

	1.	 What	percentage	of	registered	American	
voters	vote	in	national	elections?

A	 22
B	 50	
C	 78
D	 80

	2.	 According	to	the	selection,	who	is	least	
likely	to	vote	regularly?

A	 a	member	of	a	political	party
B	 a	college	professor
C	 someone	who	learns	about	the	issues
D	 someone	who	moves	around	a	lot	

	3.	 The	first	paragraph	says	that	the	
Constitution	has	been	amended	to	“give	 
a	voting	voice”	to	three	groups	of	people.	
“Give	a	voting	voice”	probably	means	to	
let	these	groups	 .

A	 vote	by	speaking
B	 run	for	office
C	 participate	in	voting	
D	 choose	from	more	candidates

	4.	 What	is	one	of	the	ideas	the	selection	
suggests	to	improve	the	voting	process?

A	 lower	voting	age
B	 online	voting
C	 more	interesting	issues
D	 automatic	voter	registration	

	5.	 According	to	the	selection,	why	is	it	important	for	people	in	a	democracy	to	vote?

	6.	 Give	two	reasons	that	some	Americans	who	are	eligible	don’t	vote.

Making Our Voices Heard:
Voting in America
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Write About It
Graphic Organizer

Think about the things that might keep people from voting. You will be asked to 
describe some barriers to voting and possible solutions to remove those barriers.  
Use the chart below to organize your writing.

Barrier to voting (problem) Possible solution

1.

2.

3.

Writing Prompt

On a separate sheet of paper, write a three-paragraph problem-and-solution essay 
about how to improve voter registration and turnout. Use details from the selection  
in your response.

Making Our Voices Heard:
Voting in America
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Lesson Plan

 1. Introduce the Selection
Tell students they will read a story that takes 
place shortly before the voting age was 
changed to 18. Explain that, back then, all 
men had to register for military service when 
they turned 18. The government drew 
birthdates at random, which determined the 
order in which men had to report for service.

 2. Read Aloud the Selection
Reproduce the selection and distribute it to 
each student. Students will use this for all 
activities within the unit. Point out that some 
of the words in the text are defined at the 
bottom of the pages. 

Have students follow along silently as you 
read aloud. Direct students’ attention to 
graphic elements or visual aids. 

 3. Introduce Vocabulary
Reproduce the Dictionary and the Apply 
Vocabulary activities and distribute them  
to each student. 

Dictionary: Read aloud the vocabulary 
words and definitions. Point out that draw is 
a multiple-meaning word, or a homonym. 
Discuss definitions and usage as needed. 

Have students find each vocabulary word in 
the selection and read the context sentence. 
Then have students complete one of the 
leveled activities below:

•	Basic level: Write the context sentence on 
the lines below its definition.

•	Challenge level: Write a new sentence  
using the vocabulary word and share  
the sentence with a partner, a small group,  
or the whole class.

Apply Vocabulary: Have students complete 
the activity independently, with a partner, or 
in small groups.

 

 4. Students Read the Selection
Have students read the selection 
independently, with a partner, or in  
small groups. 

 5. Analyze the Selection:  
Oral Close Reading Activity
Have students number each paragraph in 
the selection before they begin the close 
reading discussion.  

Use the script on the following page to guide 
students in discussing the selection. Explain 
that close reading will help them notice 
important parts of the selection. Encourage 
students to refer to the selection as necessary 
to find the information they need.

To support visual learners, you may wish to 
cover up the sample responses and reproduce 
and distribute the discussion questions for 
students to refer to.

 6. Understand the Selection
Reproduce the Answer Questions activity and 
distribute it to each student. Have students 
complete the activity independently. 
Encourage students to refer to the selection as 
necessary to help them answer the questions 
and/or to check their answers.

You may wish to use this as a formative 
assessment to determine students’ 
understanding of the text.

 7. Write About the Selection
Reproduce the Write About It activity and 
distribute it to each student.

Graphic Organizer: Have students complete 
the graphic organizer in small groups.

Writing Prompt: Have students complete  
the writing assignment independently on  
a separate sheet of paper.

Selection 2

Why Can’t I Vote If I Must Fight ?
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Oral Close Reading Activity

Ask students the following text-dependent questions and have them refer to the selection as needed. 

Questions Sample Responses

When does the story take place?

How did you figure it out?

1969

It says the Vietnam War started in 1962, and it refers to 
“now” as “seven years later.”

How would you describe Earl?

What phrases from the selection 
show this? 
 
 

How would you describe Brandon? 

What phrases from the selection 
show this?

grumpy, gruff, bitter, stubborn, judgmental, critical

He ignores Brandon’s accomplishment on his test, he 
“muttered bitterly,” he “barked” an order at Brandon, he calls 
the protesters “irresponsible brats,” he “bellowed,” he argues 
with everyone, he insists on giving his opinion but doesn’t 
want to hear anyone else’s.

quiet, responsible, hard-working, respectful but afraid of  
his father

He never talks back to his dad, he does well in college and 
holds a job, he “quivered” and “paused to gather courage” 
when explaining his opinion to his father.

What message was Earl’s flier 
trying to send?

Why did it show kindergartners?

that some people aren’t mature enough to handle the 
responsibility of voting

It is obvious that they are too young to vote. It made the point 
that you have to draw the line somewhere.

In the third paragraph, what does 
the phrase “a far cry from” mean?

How did you figure it out?

very different from 

It says that Brandon felt insulted at being compared to a 
child. He is much older and more experienced than that.

What do you think the sign saying 
“Old enough to fight, old enough 
to vote” meant?

What evidence from the selection 
supports this?

Why does Brandon think he 
should be allowed to vote?

At this time, people could be drafted before they were old 
enough to vote. Young people thought it was unfair because 
you have to be pretty mature to go to war.

You had to be 21 to vote; men as young as 18 were being sent 
to Vietnam; they thought it was unfair and were protesting.

He is responsible; he drives; he goes to college; he works every 
day; he’s old enough to defend his country.

Why was Earl upset following his 
conversation with Mr. Carpenter?

He was frustrated that he had to follow a rule that he didn’t 
get to vote on.
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Why is it important to give everyone the right to vote? Essential Question

Why Can’t I Vote If I Must Fight?

Brandon ran into the Stanton diner to tell his  

dad the news. “Pa, I aced my final exam!”

“Oh, you college kids always have something  

‘great’ to smile about, don’t you? You’re 20 years old,  

Brandon! Try a solid day of hard work instead of that  

easy college stuff,” Earl muttered bitterly as Brandon got  

ready to help his dad run his diner, as he did every day. 

After working in silence, Earl handed Brandon a  

flier and barked, “Go hang this in the window.” The  

flier showed kindergarten-aged children drawing on  

voting ballots. The caption read “the voting age is 21  

for a reason!” Brandon felt so insulted—the flier  

suggested that young people were naïve, but Brandon  

was a far cry from a kindergartner. You had to be 21 years old to 

vote, but many young people wanted the voting age lowered to 18. 

Brandon agreed with them, but he posted the flier anyway.

An hour later, they heard a loud smash as someone threw  

a raw egg at the diner window. It landed right in front of the flier. 

Suddenly, two young adults appeared, yelling, “We are more 

qualified to vote than you, old man!” What really caught Brandon’s 

eye were the protesters’ signs proclaiming “Old enough to fight,  

old enough to vote!” Brandon wondered if this was about the 

Vietnam War.

The Vietnam War had begun in 1962. Now, seven years later, 

Brandon knew that American men were still being sent by the 

thousands to risk their lives fighting in Vietnam. Some were as 

young as 18 years old. Many soldiers didn’t go by choice. They  

were drafted into the army and sent to fight in the war.
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Why Can't I Vote If I Must Fight?, continued

“Scram! If you have time to deface property, you  

have time for a job, irresponsible brats!” Earl bellowed.  

Then he ordered Brandon to clean up the egg mess.

Brandon quivered as he realized that he had to tell  

his father how he felt. “Pa, I’m the same age as those  

protesters. I’m mature enough to drive a car every day,  

go to college, and work at the diner. And I could get  

drafted.” Brandon paused to gather the courage to  

continue. “The government trusts me to defend the  

country, so why doesn’t it trust me to have a say in how 

that country is run? Maybe if people my age had a say,  

they wouldn’t feel the need to throw eggs.” Before Earl  

could respond, Mr. Carpenter, the president of the  

neighborhood board, walked in. 

“Mr. Blakely, you need to take your flier down,” Mr. Carpenter 

informed Earl. “We’re getting a lot of complaints. Don’t take it 

personally; others posted their political views, too, but the signs are 

drawing vandals. All businesses must remove their fliers.” 

“Now, hold on, Mr. Carpenter,” Earl protested. “I respect the board, 

but I have a right to state my view. I’m a part of this neighborhood, 

and I pay taxes.”

“Yes, but the board voted on it, and our decision is that no one 

may post political fliers,” said Mr. Carpenter as he left. Earl went to his 

private office inside the diner and didn’t come out the rest of the night.

vandals:	people	who	destroy	property	on	purpose	
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Dictionary
Write a sentence using each vocabulary word.

naïve:	having	a	lack	of	experience	or	a	lack	of	information

 

qualified:	fit	to	do	something

 

proclaim:	to	announce	or	state	publicly

 

drafted:	to	be	officially	ordered	to	join	the	military

 

deface:	to	ruin	or	damage	on	purpose

 

quiver:	to	shake	in	fear	or	nervousness

 

mature:	acting	like	an	adult

 

draw:	to	attract

 

Making Our Voices Heard:
Why Can’t I Vote If I Must Fight ?
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Apply Vocabulary
Complete each sentence using a word from the word box.

Word Box

defaced drafted draw mature

naïve proclaimed qualified quivered

	1.	 Timur	was	 	to	think	he	could	make	the	team	without	training	for	it.

	2.	 Mr.	Wilkinson	uses	humor	to	 	his	students’	attention	to	important	
points	in	the	lesson.		

	3.	 Andrea	had	spoken	Spanish	and	English	her	entire	life,	so	she	was

 	to	translate	the	story.	

	4.	 My	two-year-old	brother	 	my	math	book	with	a	black	marker.

	5.	 In	1970,	Senator	Nelson	 	April	22	as	Earth	Day.

	6.	 Michelle	 	when	she	told	her	teacher	that	she	couldn’t	finish	 
her	science	project	on	time.

	7.	 In	more	than	two	dozen	countries,	people	are	 	into	military	service.

	8.	 Even	though	my	aunt	is	34	years	old,	she	is	not	 	enough	to	live	 
on	her	own.

Write two new sentences. Use a word from the word box in each.

	1.	

	2.	

Making Our Voices Heard:
Why Can’t I Vote If I Must Fight  ?
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Answer Questions
Read and answer each question.

	1.	 What	do	Earl	and	Brandon	disagree	
about?

A	 the	current	voting	age	of	21	
B	 Brandon’s	work	schedule	at	the	diner
C Brandon’s	grades	in	college
D	 the	responsibility	of	the	protesters

	2.	 Why	were	the	people	who	threw	the	eggs	
protesting?

A	 They	didn’t	like	the	diner’s	food.
B	 They	wanted	to	lower	the	voting	age.	
C They	thought	they	were	too	young	 

to	fight.
D	 They	didn’t	approve	of	how	Earl	 

had	voted.

	3.	 In	1969,	who	could	be	drafted?

A	 kindergarten-aged	children
B	 anyone	who	could	vote
C men	as	young	as	18	years	old	
D	 anyone	with	a	job

	4.	 Why	did	the	neighborhood	board	decide	
to	not	allow	businesses	to	post	fliers?

A	 The	business	owners	were	starting	to	
fight	each	other.

B	 Customers	thought	that	businesses	
aren’t	the	right	place	to	post	an	
opinion.

C Some	of	the	business	owners	did	not	
agree	with	the	messages.

D	 The	fliers	were	attracting	protesters	
who	were	damaging	the	buildings.	

	5.	 Is	Brandon	a	responsible	adult?	Give	two	reasons	from	the	selection	to	support	your	opinion.

	6.	 How	are	Earl’s	situation	with	the	board	and	Brandon’s	situation	with	being	drafted	similar?

Making Our Voices Heard:
Why Can’t I Vote If I Must Fight  ?

28	 Reading	Paired	Text	•	EMC	1375	•	©	Evan-Moor	Corp.

Name: 

1375.indb   28 10/2/13   1:25 PM



Write About It
Graphic Organizer

Imagine that the year is 1969. Think about both sides of the argument for lowering  
the voting age from 21 to 18. You will be asked to choose a side and give your reasons 
for your opinion. Use the chart below to organize your writing.

Topic Sentence: 

Reason 1: 

 

Example 1: 

 

Example 2: 

 

Reason 2: 

 

Example 1: 

 

Example 2: 

 

Writing Prompt

On a separate sheet of paper, write a two-paragraph essay to explain whether the 
voting age should be 18 or 21. Include details from the selection in your response.
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Unit Assessment
Making Our Voices Heard

Topic: Making Our Voices Heard 
Essential Question: Why is it important to give everyone the right to vote?

Tying It Together

Use the script below to guide students in discussing the essential question and what they have 
learned about the topic from the paired selections. Feel free to expand on these questions and 
responses. 

To support visual learners, you may wish to cover up the sample responses and reproduce and 
distribute the discussion questions for students to refer to.

Questions Sample Responses

How is Brandon different from the 
young people mentioned in “Voting  
in America”?

Brandon really wants to be able to vote because he  
wants to have a say in what happens to him. In the  
other selection, many people Brandon’s age are not  
even registered to vote, and they could be.

How did people Brandon’s age express 
their views?

Why aren’t these as good as voting?

They had protests, carried signs that stated their views, 
and threw eggs.

When you vote, you help make a decision or a change.

What are some reasons voting might 
have been more important to young 
people in the 1960s than it is today?

The Vietnam War was a big concern in the 1960s 
because young men were required to fight in it. There  
are still wars today, but only people who want to join  
the military have to fight.

Why is it important to give everyone 
the right to vote?

In a democracy that is “by the people,” all adults should 
be able to vote on how things should be. Otherwise, some 
people could vote to make life difficult for those people 
who couldn’t vote.

How was the topic “making our voices 
heard” shown in “Voting in America”?

How was the topic “making our voices 
heard” shown in “Why Can’t I Vote If I 
Must Fight?”

It explained that we need to participate in elections so 
our opinions will count.

It showed that it’s unfair for people to have to follow rules 
but not get any say in what those rules are.

Why do you think these selections 
were paired together?

They both are about the importance of voting, but one 
talks about why people don’t participate even though 
they could, and the other talks about people who aren’t 
even allowed to participate.
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Plan Your Writing
Graphic Organizer

Think about the point of view of the author of “Voting in America” and the messages 
on the sign and the flier in “Why Can’t I Vote If I Must Fight?” You will be asked to 
decide which message the author would most likely agree with and explain why. Use 
the chart below to organize your writing.

“The voting age is 21 for  
a reason!”

“Old enough to fight,  
old enough to vote!”

Who provided 
the message 

The main idea  
of the message

The author’s 
views about 

voting

How the 
author’s views 
compare with 
the message
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Write an Essay

Writing Prompt

Write an essay to explain which message from “Why Can’t I Vote If I Must Fight?” the 

author of “Voting in America” would most likely agree with. Give your essay a title. 

Include details from the selections. Use transitions to connect your ideas. 

Title:
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