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Student 
Objective:

Students will understand that many citizens volunteer their time to help others 
in their communities.

Essential  
Question: What can citizens do to help each other?

Topic  
Introduction:

Share the unit title and essential question with students. Then explain that 
people help make their communities better places in which to live by helping 
each other. Tell students that they will read two selections about how citizens 
volunteer to help each other.

Paired Text 
Selections:

Selection 1: Volunteer Your Time
Nonfiction, Level L

Teacher Pages: 
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Unit Overview
The Value of Volunteering
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Selection 1

Volunteer Your Time 

Lesson Plan

 1. Introduce the Selection
Tell students they will read information 
about how citizens volunteer to help their 
community. Discuss the meaning of the word 
citizen and explain that people who live in  
a community are called citizens. Then ask 
students if they have ever volunteered and 
invite them to share their experiences.

 2. Read Aloud the Selection
Reproduce the selection and distribute it to 
each student. Students will use this for all 
activities within the unit. Point out that some 
of the words in the text are defined at the 
bottom of the pages. 

Have students follow along silently as you 
read aloud. Direct students’ attention to 
graphic elements or visual aids. 

 3. Introduce Vocabulary
Reproduce the Dictionary and the Apply 
Vocabulary activities and distribute them  
to each student. 

Dictionary: Read aloud the vocabulary 
words and definitions. Point out that bank is 
a multiple-meaning word, or a homonym. 
Discuss definitions and usage as needed. 

Have students find each vocabulary word in 
the selection and read the context sentence. 
Then have students complete one of the 
leveled activities below:

•	Basic level: Write the context sentence on 
the lines below its definition.

•	Challenge level: Write a new sentence  
using the vocabulary word and share  
the sentence with a partner, a small group,  
or the whole class.

Apply Vocabulary: Have students complete 
the activity independently, with a partner, or 
in small groups.

 

4. Students Read the Selection
Have students read the selection 
independently, with a partner, or in  
small groups. 

5. Analyze the Selection:  
Oral Close Reading Activity
Have students number each paragraph in 
the selection before they begin the close 
reading discussion.  

Use the script on the following page to guide 
students in discussing the selection. Explain 
that close reading will help them notice 
important parts of the selection. Encourage 
students to refer to the selection as necessary 
to find the information they need.

To support visual learners, you may wish to 
cover up the sample responses and reproduce 
and distribute the discussion questions for 
students to refer to.

 6. Understand the Selection
Reproduce the Answer Questions activity and 
distribute it to each student. Have students 
complete the activity independently. 
Encourage students to refer to the selection as 
necessary to help them answer the questions 
and/or to check their answers.

You may wish to use this as a formative 
assessment to determine students’ 
understanding of the text.

 7. Write About the Selection
Reproduce the Write About It activity and 
distribute it to each student.

Graphic Organizer: Have students complete 
the graphic organizer in small groups.

Writing Prompt: Have students complete  
the writing assignment independently on  
a separate sheet of paper.
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Oral Close Reading Activity

Ask students the following text-dependent questions and have them refer to the selection as needed. 

Questions Sample Responses

How is volunteering different from 
working at a job? 

Name some jobs that paid workers do. 

A person with a job is paid, but a person who 
volunteers is not paid.

safety workers such as firefighters and police; city 
workers who repair roads and keep up parks; doctors 
and other hospital workers; teachers; library workers

Why does a community need volunteers? There are so many needs in a community that they 
could not all be met without volunteers. Volunteers 
help to make life in the community better.

In the second paragraph, what does the 
phrase “making someone’s day” 
probably mean? 

How did you figure out the meaning? 

making someone happy, being the best part of  
someone’s day 

If you are helping people or giving them something 
they really need, it will make them happy.

What is the meaning of the sentence  
“A food bank needs many hands”?   

What is another word for “hands”?  

It means a lot of help is needed, many people are 
needed to help at a food bank.

volunteers, people

Describe some of the things a library 
volunteer might do. 

What does the verb “shelve” probably 
mean? 

How did you figure it out?

repair or shelve books, read stories, raise money 

to put a book on a shelf 

It’s almost like the noun “shelf,” which is something 
you put a book on.

What information does the chart in the 
selection provide? 

Why did the author include it?  

It helps match a person’s interests with types of  
volunteer work.

to give readers ideas about where they could volunteer

According to the chart, what might a 
person who likes to read volunteer to do?  

read to people at a senior center or a library

Is this selection fiction or nonfiction? 

How do you know? 

nonfiction

There are lots of facts about volunteering. It doesn’t 
have a plot or characters.
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What can citizens do to help each other? Essential Question

Volunteer Your Time
There	are	many	needs	within	a	

community.	Some	people	have	jobs	that	
pay	them	to	meet	the	needs	of	the	
citizens	in	a	community.	For	example,	
firefighters	and	police	keep	a	community	
safe.	City	workers	repair	roads	and	
maintain	parks.	Doctors	and	other	
hospital	workers,	teachers,	and	library	
workers	provide	important	services	to	
people	in	the	community.	Often	paid	jobs	
require	people	to	work	the	days	and	
hours	set	by	their	boss.	Paid	jobs	may	
also	require	special	training.

Many	other	jobs	in	a	community	are	
performed	by	volunteers.	A	volunteer	is	a	
person	who	works	without	being	paid.	Volunteers	help	in	their	
free	time.	People	of	any	age	can	volunteer,	even	children	and	
retired	senior	citizens.	What	they	have	in	common	is	an	
interest	in	doing	things	that	benefit	the	community.	So	they	
donate	their	time,	energy,	and	skills	to	do	the	jobs	that	need	
doing.	They	enjoy	the	feeling	of	making	someone’s	day.	

Many	communities	have	a	food	bank	or	food	kitchen.	A	
food	bank	collects	food	and	gives	it	out	to	those	who	do	not	
have	enough	money	to	buy	their	own	food.	Volunteers	collect,	
sort,	and	give	out	the	food.	A	food	bank	needs	many	hands.	A	
food	kitchen	cooks,	serves,	and	often	delivers	meals	to	needy	
or	elderly	people.

retired senior citizen:	someone	over	65	years	old	who	is	no	
longer	working	at	a	paid	job
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Volunteer Your Time, continued

Library	volunteers	help	keep	the	library	running	smoothly.	
They	may	help	repair	books,	shelve	books,	or	read	stories	to	
children.	Volunteers	may	help	people	find	books	and	check	
them	out.	They	may	even	organize	a	book	sale	to	raise	money	
to	buy	new	books	for	the	library.

Volunteers	are	also	helpful	to	schools,	study	centers,	and	
sports	teams.	They	may	teach	people	computer	or	athletic	
skills.	They	may	even	help	out	at	a	bake	sale	or	school	fair.

Some	volunteers	adopt	streets	in	their	town.	This	means	
they	pick	up	litter	once	a	month	on	their	adopted	street.	Other	
groups	might	collect	trash	along	the	shore.

You	can	see	how	important	community	volunteers	are.	
Without	volunteers,	many	important	tasks	wouldn’t	get	done.	
Volunteers	help	make	citizens’	lives	better.

There	are	many	ways	that	kids	can	volunteer.	If	you	would	
like	to	volunteer,	you	should	speak	with	your	family.	Together,	
you	can	look	for	places	to	volunteer.	The	chart	below	has	some	
good	ideas.	You	may	find	many	more	if	you	look	in	your	town!

If you like to… You could volunteer to…

•	 be	outdoors
•	 pick	up	litter	in	your	neighborhood
•	 clean	up	a	park	or	the	beach

•	 read	books
•	 read	to	older	people	at	a	senior	center
•	 read	to	younger	children	at	a	library

•	 use	your	
strength

•	 collect	food	for	a	food	bank
•	 rake	the	yard	of	an	older	neighbor

•	 sell things
•	 help	at	a	library	book	sale
•	 help	at	a	school	bake	sale

•	 use	your	skills
•	 show	children	how	to	throw	a	basketball
•	 do	art	projects	with	younger	children
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Dictionary
Write a sentence using each vocabulary word.

maintain:	to	keep	a	thing	or	place	clean	and	working	well

  

benefit:	to	be	useful	or	helpful

  

donate:	to	give	something	away	for	free

  

bank:	a	supply	of	something	to	be	used	when	needed

  

elderly:	very	old	people	who	sometimes	need	help	with	daily	activities

  

adopt:	to	agree	to	take	care	of	something	or	someone

  

The Value of Volunteering:
Volunteer Your Time
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Apply Vocabulary
Complete each sentence using a word from the word box.

Word Box

adopt bank benefit

donate elderly maintain

	1.	The	schools	 	their	school	buses	so	that	the	buses	
won’t	break	down.

	2.	My	 	neighbor	is	going	to	West	Virginia	to	visit	her	
great-grandchildren.

	3.	His	teacher	has	a	 	of	rainy-day	activities.

	4.	Aunt	Angela	is	going	to	 	a	dog	from	the	 
animal	shelter.

	5.	The	money	we	raise	at	the	bake	sale	will	  the 
computer	lab.

	6.	Will	you	 	a	gift	for	the	holiday	toy	drive?

Write two new sentences. Use a word from the word box in each.

	1.	

	2.	

The Value of Volunteering:
Volunteer Your Time
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Answer Questions
Read and answer each question.

	1.	Why	do	citizens	volunteer?

A	They	want	to	help	their	
community.	

B	They	want	to	earn	some	money.

C	They	have	little	money	to	buy	food	
for	their	family.

D	They	can’t	get	a	paid	job.

	2.	Paid	jobs	usually	require	 .

A	 volunteers	to	get	special	training

B	 the	community	to	raise	money

C	people	to	work	the	days	and	hours	
set	by	their	boss		

D	people	to	volunteer	when	they	
have	free	time

	3.	Why	would	a	group	volunteer	to	
adopt	a	street?

A	 to	feed	hungry	people

B	 to	help	the	elderly	

C	 to	raise	money	for	improvements

D	 to	keep	the	neighborhood	clean	

	4.	Someone	who	enjoys	reading	would	
probably	like	to	volunteer	at	a	 .

A	book	sale	or	bake	sale

B	 library	or	senior	center	

C	 fire	or	police	station

D	park	or	food	bank

	5.	What	would	probably	happen	if	a	food	kitchen	did	not	have	any	volunteers?

		6.	Give	two	examples	from	the	selection	of	how	volunteers	help	make	people’s	 
lives	better.	

 

The Value of Volunteering:
Volunteer Your Time
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Write About It
Graphic Organizer

Think about how to encourage citizens to volunteer. You will be asked to 
make a “help wanted” flier to explain why people should volunteer at your 
library and how they can. Use the chart below to organize your flier.

What library volunteers are interested in:

What library volunteers do:

Why people should volunteer:

How they can get started as a volunteer:

Writing Prompt

On a separate sheet of paper, write a “help wanted” flier that invites 
citizens in your community to volunteer at the library. Include 
information from the selection in your flier.

The Value of Volunteering:
Volunteer Your Time
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Lesson Plan

 1. Introduce the Selection
Guide a discussion about people with special 
needs. Point out that people with special 
needs might need extra help or do things 
differently.

 2. Read Aloud the Selection
Reproduce the selection and distribute it to 
each student. Students will use this for all 
activities within the unit. Point out that some 
of the words in the text are defined at the 
bottom of the pages. 

Have students follow along silently as you 
read aloud. Direct students’ attention to 
graphic elements or visual aids. 

 3. Introduce Vocabulary
Reproduce the Dictionary and the Apply 
Vocabulary activities and distribute them  
to each student. 

Dictionary: Read aloud the vocabulary 
words and definitions. Discuss definitions 
and usage as needed. 

Have students find each vocabulary word in 
the selection and read the context sentence. 
Then have students complete one of the 
leveled activities below:

•	Basic level: Write the context sentence on 
the lines below its definition.

•	Challenge level: Write a new sentence  
using the vocabulary word and share  
the sentence with a partner, a small group,  
or the whole class.

Apply Vocabulary: Have students complete 
the activity independently, with a partner, or 
in small groups.

 4. Students Read the Selection
Have students read the selection 
independently, with a partner, or in  
small groups.

 5. Analyze the Selection:  
Oral Close Reading Activity
Have students number each paragraph in 
the selection before they begin the close 
reading discussion. 

Use the script on the following page to guide 
students in discussing the selection. Explain 
that close reading will help them notice 
important parts of the selection. Encourage 
students to refer to the selection as necessary 
to find the information they need.

To support visual learners, you may wish to 
cover up the sample responses and reproduce 
and distribute the discussion questions for 
students to refer to.

 6. Understand the Selection
Reproduce the Answer Questions activity and 
distribute it to each student. Have students 
complete the activity independently. 
Encourage students to refer to the selection as 
necessary to help them answer the questions 
and/or to check their answers.

You may wish to use this as a formative 
assessment to determine students’ 
understanding of the text.

 7. Write About the Selection
Reproduce the Write About It activity and 
distribute it to each student.

Graphic Organizer: Have students complete 
the graphic organizer in small groups.

Writing Prompt: Have students complete  
the writing assignment independently on  
a separate sheet of paper.

Selection 2

Victory Dance

22	 Reading	Paired	Text	•	EMC	1373	•	©	Evan-Moor	Corp.

1373.indb   22 9/17/13   8:20 AM



Oral Close Reading Activity

Ask students the following text-dependent questions and have them refer to the selection as needed.

Questions Sample Responses

Who is telling the story?

What is Ryan’s mood at the beginning?

What does Ryan say to show his mood? 

Ryan

bored, sleepy, angry

“don’t want to be here,” “this is not fun”

What is Ryan’s mood at the end of the 
story?

What words show this change in mood?

What causes his mood to change?

happy, excited, proud 

“laugh,” “cheer,” “cool,” “dance”

Ryan finally gets Kent to respond.

The author ends the second paragraph 
with “it sounded like fun.” What words 
follow?

Why did the author choose these words? 

“But this is not fun.” 
 

Ryan thought volunteering would be fun and he would 
make friends. By starting the next paragraph with “But 
this is not fun,” we find out that it’s just the opposite.

What kind of person is the coach?

How can you tell? 

He cares about the players.

He has been watching Ryan and Kent. He knows how 
Ryan must feel, but he also cares about Kent.

In the last paragraph, what does the 
word “outstretched” probably mean?

How did you figure it out? 

stretched out 

It’s a compound word from “out” and “stretched”; Kent 
is excited and running toward Ryan, probably to hug 
him, so it makes sense that his arms are out.

How do both Kent and Ryan change in 
the end? 

Kent figures out what he is supposed to do with the 
ball. Ryan learns to celebrate smaller successes, like 
tapping the ball, and enjoys that he made Kent smile.

What is a victory dance? 

How did you figure out the meaning? 

a little dance or movement done when someone scores 
a goal or wins a game

Ryan is excited and cheering because Kent did 
something that was hard for him. The art shows 
Ryan’s dance.
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What can citizens do to help each other? Essential Question

Victory Dance
It is 8 o’clock in the  

morning. I don’t want  
to be here. I want to be in my  
bed. That’s where I am most  
Saturdays at this hour, but on  
this chilly morning, I am on  
a soccer field. I am not with  
my own soccer team, where  
I score more goals than  
anyone else. On this new  
team, I don’t make much  
of a difference.

I am here because  
Mom wanted me to share  
my soccer talent. “Ryan,”  
she said, “there are kids  
who need you. You should volunteer at this special soccer 
camp.” I wanted to teach them how to play soccer, I really 
did. I wanted to make friends, and it sounded like fun. 

But this is not fun. We are not playing soccer. These 
kids do not play the way my teammates and I do. Some 
have trouble with coordination, some use wheelchairs, 
and some have a learning disability. There is no soccer 
game happening—we’re just kicking balls around. I will 
be here until noon, so I should at least make an effort.

I kick a ball to a boy named Kent. Even though it is  
a good kick, Kent does not move a muscle. He sees the ball 
roll past him, then he slowly turns his head in the 
opposite direction. I call out to him to kick the ball back 
to me. Nothing.
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Victory Dance, continued

Why am I here when I could be sleeping? Kent doesn’t 
seem to want to play soccer. I’m wasting my time. The 
coach, who has been watching us, rolls another ball my 
way. I nod at the coach and shrug my shoulders. Okay,  
I’ll try one more time. This time I go over to Kent and 
move his leg to make contact with the ball. I tell him  
to watch for the ball to come toward him and then kick it. 
I run back and gently kick the ball directly to Kent.  
This time, something in Kent lights 
up. His eyes follow the ball until it 
reaches him. Suddenly, his foot jerks 
and taps the ball.  

“You did it! You kicked the ball!”  
I laugh and cheer. This is so cool  
that I break into a victory dance!  
Kent watches me with a puzzled look 
on his face. Suddenly, he smiles and 
runs toward me with his arms 
outstretched. Kent did not 
score a goal or perform a 
fancy move, or even kick the 
ball that far. That’s okay, 
because this victory dance  
is not about soccer at all.

jerks: moves	suddenly

puzzled: confused
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Dictionary
Write a sentence using each vocabulary word.

talent:	something	you	do	very	well

 

coordination:	the	ability	to	move	parts	of	the	body	together	easily

 

wheelchair:	a	chair	used	by	someone	who	can’t	walk

 

disability:	when	a	person	can’t	do	something	the	way	most	people	can

 

effort:	a	try	at	doing	something	difficult

 

victory: when	someone	wins

 

The Value of Volunteering:
Victory Dance
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Apply Vocabulary
Complete each sentence using a word from the word box.

Word Box

coordination disability effort	

talent victory wheelchair

	1.	My	friend	broke	both	legs,	so	he	is	using	a	 .

	2.	 It	took	a	lot	of	 	to	lift	the	heavy	desk.

	3.	 I	have	a	natural	 	for	drawing.

	4.	Amy	speaks	slowly	because	of	her	 ,	but	she	is	 
very	smart.

	5.	A	musician	must	have	good	 	to	play	the	piano.

	6.	After	she	won	the	race,	she	ran	a	 	lap	around	 
the	track.

Write two new sentences. Use a word from the word box in each.

	1.	

	2.	

The Value of Volunteering:
Victory Dance
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Answer Questions
Read and answer each question.

	1.	What	does	the	narrator	usually	do	on	
Saturday	mornings?

A	play

B	 sleep	

C dance

D eat

	2.	Which	sentence	best	describes	the	
narrator’s	feeling	toward	volunteering	
when	he	first	started	volunteering?

A	 “It	sounded	like	fun.”	

B	 “I’m	wasting	my	time.”

C	 “It	is	8	o’clock	in	the	morning.”

D	 “Kent	did	not	score	a	goal.”

	3.	Why	is	the	narrator	on	the	soccer	
field	this	morning?	

A	He	is	watching	his	friends	play.	

B	He	wants	to	learn	to	play	soccer.

C	His	soccer	team	is	competing.	

D	His	mom	asked	him	to	volunteer.	

	4.	How	does	this	soccer	experience	
compare	to	Ryan’s	usual	soccer	
practice?

A	Ryan	cannot	understand	these	
players.	

B	These	players	are	all	better	 
than	Ryan.	

C	This	coach	is	not	very	helpful.

D	They	meet	too	early	in	the	
morning.

	5.	How	is	this	soccer	camp	different	from	most?

	6.	The	end	of	the	selection	states	“this	victory	dance	is	not	about	soccer	at	all.”	 
What	is	the	victory	in	the	story?	Give	evidence	from	the	story	to	support	 
your	answer.

 

The Value of Volunteering:
Victory Dance
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Write About It
Graphic Organizer

Think about how Ryan and Kent changed during the selection. You will  
be asked to explain how volunteering affected both Ryan and Kent.  
Use the chart below to organize your writing.

How Ryan felt at first:  How Ryan felt at the end:

How Kent acted at first:  How Kent acted at the end:

Writing Prompt

On a separate sheet of paper, write two paragraphs that explain how 
volunteering affected both Ryan and Kent. Use details from the story in 
your response.

 

The Value of Volunteering:
Victory Dance
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Unit Assessment
The Value of Volunteering

Topic: The Value of Volunteering 
Essential Question: What can citizens do to help each other?

Tying It Together

Use the script below to guide students in discussing the essential question and what they have 
learned about the topic from the paired selections. Feel free to expand on these questions and 
responses. 

To support visual learners, you may wish to cover up the sample responses and reproduce and 
distribute the discussion questions for students to refer to.

Questions Sample Responses

Why are volunteers needed in every 
community?

There are many things that need to be done. If there isn’t 
a paying job for something, then someone needs to 
volunteer to do it.

What kinds of people can be 
volunteers?

anyone of any age; people who don’t want to be bored; 
people who like helping others; people with certain skills 
or talents

How do volunteers probably feel? 

How do people who are helped by 
volunteers probably feel?

They like making someone’s day; are happy to help; feel 
good about themselves.

They are thankful or glad to have someone help them; 
they might feel like they want to start volunteering, too.

What are some ways citizens in your 
community can help each other?

Answers can reflect examples given in the selections and 
can include additional volunteer opportunities specific to 
your area.

How was the topic “the value of 
volunteering” shown in “Volunteer 
Your Time”? 

How was the topic “the value of 
volunteering” shown in “Victory 
Dance”?

It described different ways volunteers help their 
communities and how the community is better off 
afterward. It also described how volunteers feel good 
about their work.

It showed how volunteering affected two people. Ryan felt 
like he finally taught Kent something, and Kent finally 
felt like he could play with others.

Why do you think these selections 
were paired together?

They both describe volunteering. One gives details about 
different ways and why it’s a good thing to do, and the 
other shows how volunteering affected two people.
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Plan Your Writing
Graphic Organizer

Think about how citizens volunteer to help each other and their 
communities. You will be asked to explain why volunteering is  
important. Use the chart below to organize your writing.

Type of volunteering Examples of  
volunteer jobs

How job helps people  
or the community

The Value of Volunteering:
Unit Assessment
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Write an Essay
Writing Prompt

Write an essay to explain why volunteering is important. Give your essay 
a title. Include facts and details from the selections.  

Title:

The Value of Volunteering:
Unit Assessment
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